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The everyday life of illustrator Clara is explored
by Kertu Sillaste in a brand-new picture book for
children

Inspired by her own experiences as an illustrator,
Kertu Sillaste has written and illustrated / am an
lllustrator to give children an insight into what
everyday life as an illustrator looks like. Combining
the challenges of struggling to find creativity and
finding the best way to represent an author’s story
in pictures with the joys of seeing books come to
life with your illustrations and receiving praise, this
book perfectly balances the difficulties and delights
of the life of an illustrator and presents this rarely
discussed profession as an exciting and diverse
career option for children.

During the story, Clara, the illustrator and main
character, explores a range of different creative
mediums, including drawing, collage, painting and
digital art introducing children to various artforms
and inspiring them to think creatively. This book

is also a perfect way to open up discussions about
how different people explore creativity as well as
introducing children to the creative process and
creative careers.

Clara also discusses a number of specific parts of
an illustrator’s role including researching, planning
illustrations, sketching, character design, matching
the style of illustration to the type of story and

even silent books helping to provide children with

an insight into the type of work that is done by

an illustrator before they even begin creating the
artwork. It also introduces children to the process of
making a book and the different people involved.

Originally published in Estonian, / am an lllustrator
has been expertly translated by Adam Cullen,
providing a perfect opportunity to introduce young
children to the concept of translation and discuss
topics around language.

Graffeg will also publish the Welsh language edition -
Darlunydd Ydw i - on the same day.
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Notes to Editors

H

Kertu Sillaste is an illustrator, art teacher, and
picture book author. Sillaste has worked as a
graphic designer at the Tallinn Central Library, and
currently teaches art at the Estonian Children’s
Literature Centre. She has written five books,
illustrated 16 works, and is a longtime collaborator
with the children’s magazine Taheke. Sillaste was
listed in the 2016 White Ravens catalogue and was
a candidate for the 2017 Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award.

name {5 (lara:
I dm an illustrator.

An Hlustrator is an artist who makes
pictures for books,
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Adam Cullen is a poet and translator of Estonian
prose, poetry, theater, and children’s literature into
English. He has been a member of the Estonian
Writers” Union since 2014 and is on the editorial
board of the Estonian Literary Magazine. Originally
from Minnesota, he has lived in Estonia for over a
decade.

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors,
illustrators, designers and photographers. We
believe great content, good design and high-quality
production values make our books stand out.

Our wonderful authors and illustrators include
Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James Mayhew,
Joyce Dunbar, Max Low, Julia Hubery, Dom Conlon,
Anastasia Izlesou and many more.

It's nice to read stories.

It's nice to think about stories

and show them in a picture,
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Making 2 book usually starts with a story written by an author
A good story can get an (llustrator’s creative julces flowing

Should | make
right away. | read and | think about what kinds of pictures |,.,a‘::|s o.,l;ape, Should | make pictures
‘would suit the story best. with a paintbrush that are very detailed
and paints or switch or ones that are plain
on my tablet? and simple?

' I ' & Should fmy pictures — -
be big or small? y i
But sometimes, strange ideas i ’

‘What colour pop into my head. VWhat if instead, I...
should | use the
maost this time?

n If a book's story
X b A ends too quickly,
T | could continue it
with pictures.
Should | draw things as teould doaw - & i
they really are or come up happy ending far a

HY T 'y o with a whale new picture- sad book,
- world that's never been
seen before?

Good stories can be illustrated in many different
ways. | try to make sure that every picture in the
book is somehow memorable.

Miracles can happen in an illustration.

You can draw all sorts of things for a fantasy book.
Lots can fit into a picture, and nothing has to be
like: in real life.

lllustrations add worlds to a story and can help

to expand it further

‘What should you do if you run out of ideas and

just can't seem to start a project! Flip through your

. 1z f
What if everything goes south and sideways? avourite books

Friends can give you good advice.

Talk to the writer. Take a hike!

Read the story Look for ideas in [
one maore time. your sketchbook. -
o isit an
exhibition. #
ook at lots of
pictures. Just doodle and
scribble for fun.

Listen to music. Have a piece of

chocolate.
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